
Name: _______________________________ 
Informational Essay Rubric 

Content (45% of assignment grade) 

 Author’s thesis is clear, concise, and well-reasoned  

 Body of essay effectively details and supports the thesis 

 Author provides significant and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and examples 

 Essay provides enough detail to reveal the significance of the selected social issue 

 Essay clearly outlines the causes, effects, and implications of the chosen social issue 

 Essay offers some scope for potential cures, including at least one organization  

 Author includes sources to skillfully present information 

 Sources are integrated appropriately and smoothly into the body of the text 

 

 

 

 

Organization (20% of assignment grade) 

 Title is effective  

 Introduction creates audience interest  

 Organization has a clear pattern that is easy to follow  

 Essay contains effective topic sentences in each body paragraph, introducing the topic to be 

discussed and relating back to the thesis  

 Transitions allow for a logical progression of ideas  

 Paragraphs are fully developed, focused, unified, and coherent  

 Conclusion leaves the reader with a final thought and a sense of completion 

 

 

 

Voice and Style (20% of assignment grade) 

 Essay incorporates concrete and specific language and uses words correctly  

 Subjects and verbs agree  

 Spelling and punctuation are correct, including proper sentence structure  

 Author uses present tense to write about the selected text  

 Essay follows standard English conventions 

 

 

 

 

Format (10% of assignment grade) 

 Essay is in MLA format, including spacing  

 Essay contains correct in-text citations  

 Essay includes a Works Cited page that includes all necessary information  

 

 

 

Rough Draft (5% of assignment grade) 

 Rough draft is included with the final copy  

 Rough draft reveals thought, effort, and initiative   

 Rough draft reveals an appropriate use of classroom time  

 

 

FINAL COMMENTS:  

 

 

 

____ X.45 

____ X.2 

____ /X.1 

TOTAL = 

______ 

KEY: 

 = satisfactory/excellent 

~ = good start but needs further development/improvement 

X = needs significant revision or improvement 

____ X.2 

____ /X.05 


